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Cid was loaded with presents by the grateful Motamin, and
invested with an authority in the kingdom subordinate only to
that of the king himself. Two years later (1083) an expedition
was undertaken by the Moslems under Roderic, against their
Christian neighbours in Aragon. King Sancho Ramirez was
completely defeated by the Castilian champion, who returned
once more to Saragossa loaded with booty and renown. In
1084 the Cid seems to have paid a friendly visit to the court of
Alfonso VI. But although he was apparently well received, he
suspected treachery, and, returning to the court of the Moslem,
once more took service under the delighted Motamin. His
next campaign, undertaken in the following year, was not
against any Christian power, but against the hostile Moslems of
northern Valencia, and was crowned with the usual success.
Motamin died in 1085, but the Cid remained in the service of
his son and successor, Mostain, fighting against Christian and
Moslem as occasion offered, partly for the King of Saragossa,
but chiefly for the personal advantage of Ruy Diaz of Bivar.
A stranger national hero it is hard to imagine! Nor were his
subsequent proceedings in any degree less strange.

Al Mamun, the host and protector of Alfonso VI., had died
in 1075, leaving his grandson, Cadir, to succeed him as sovereign
of Toledo. Abdulaziz, the viceroy of the subject city of Valencia,
took advantage of the weakness of the young prince to declare
himself independent, and placing himself under the protection
of the Christians, undertook to pay a large subsidy to Alfonso
VI. in return for his recognition and support.1 The subsidy
was punctually paid, and, in spite of a present of no less than
100,000 pieces of gold handed over by Moctadir of Saragossa
to Alfonso as the price of Valencia, Abdulaziz retained his hold
of the city until his death in 1085. On this, numerous pre-
tenders to the government immediately arose, including Moc-
tadir of Saragossa, a purchaser for value, and the two sons of
Abdulaziz; while Alfonso took advantage of the confusion that
ensued to persuade Cadir to surrender Toledo, much coveted
by the Christian king, and to accept, or more exactly to retain,
for himself the sovereignty of Valencia, under the humiliating
protection of Castile. Alfonso cared nothing that Toledo was
the inheritance of his youthful ally, the home of his old pro-
tector, when he himself was a hunted refugee. He cared
nothing that the Valencians were hostile to Cadir, and that
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